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redeemed in gold coin, and the coin was to be
obtained by a new issue of interest-bearing
long-time bonds, thus destroying our non-
interest-bearing currency by converting it into
interest-bearing debt." The result was to fill
the country '' on the one hand with wrecked for-
tunes, suicides, helpless poverty, and broken
hearts, and on the other with exceptional indi-
vidual fortunes, some of them so monstrous in
magnitude as to be quite beyond the grasp of
the human intellect.''

Continuing Weaver declared that "the his-
tory of this struggle between the people and the
confederated monopolies, like every other sim-
ilar struggle through which we have been called
to pass, proves that the confidence reposed in
the people by the framers of our G-overnment
was not misplaced. The waves first arose, so to
speak, on this vast ocean of human sufferers,
and G-od is still lashing it into fury for the pur-
pose of purifying the waters. The year 1876
witnessed the organization of a small body of
earnest and patriotic men under the leadership
of the venerable Peter Cooper."

The Bland Act of 1878 was "first blood for
the people''. It was followed in the same year
by the law that stopped further destruction of
the greenbacks, and this legislation in turn was
followed by resolutions which declared it to be
the right of the Government to pay all its obli-